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A) Kyoto:F#R
Kyoto was the capital for more than 1,000 years (794-1867). Kyoto is situated in the
central part of western Japan. It is about 500 kilometers west of Tokyo. It takes about two
and a half hours from Kyoto to Tokyo by Shinkansen. The streets are laid out in a grid
pattern, so it is very easy to get around in Kyoto. It was modeled on Chang’an of China.
Kyoto is situated in a long narrow basin about 40 kilometers (16 miles) from north to
south. Itis 20 kilometers from east to west. The total area of Kyoto is about 800 kilometers
(320 miles). Underneath the Kyoto basin, there is an underground lake which is almost
same size of Lake Biwa. Kyoto has an abundant source of clear water suitable for sake

production.
Kyoto is surrounded by mountains and lies in a basin, so summers are very hot and
humid and winters are bitterly cold. The annual average rainfall is about 1.500
millimeters. Kyoto has population of about one and a half million people. Kyoto is the

seventh largest city in Japan.
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Kyoto was not targeted for bombing during the Second World War. Therefore, Kyoto
has about 1,600 Buddhist temples and some 300 Shinto shrines. There are 17 World
Heritage Sites designated by UNESCO. Kamigamo Shrine, Shimogamo Shrine, Toyi,
Kiyomizu-dera, Enryakuji, Daigo-ji, Ninna-ji, Byodo-in, Ujigami Shrine, Kozan-ji,



Satho-ji, Tenryu-ji, Kinkaku-ji, Ginaku-ji, Ryoan-ji, Hongan-ji and Nijo-jo, respectively.
G HEEE —RIER R, BEBONRICII RO Rh o7, £ 2T, FHENICIEH
1,600 @ &% & ffift (349 300 FA7ET 5, HENICIE 17 O IHFSULEEDH 5,
Gl o S8 E)
EE A, TSR RSE WOKSE. EIESE. WIS, CA0SE. CPRERT
TR b, mISE. PEITSE. KAESE. &SR, HUEISE. BERSE. ABESE

Kyoto is a sister city of historical cities such as Paris, Boston, Cologne, and Prague.
Kyoto is also an academic city and has about 40 universities and colleges.

The Kyoto Station Building was completed in 1997 and it is 60 meters high. The
staircase of Kyoto Station Building’s grand staircase was modeled on a valley.

Nishiki Market not only caters to high-class Kyoto restaurants but it is also popular with
foreign tourists. Some people say that to be a real Kyotoite, your family tree must go back
to the 16" Century.

The reason why “Machiya’ is nicknamed “eel bed” is that they are long and narrow.
People can live their daily lives and run their business in these Machiya. This custom was
introduced from the Portuguese and from the Jesuits. The introduction of Machiya was
a reaction to the window tax in Europe. Pontocho is situated in downtown Kyoto. You
can find restaurants in traditional Machiya houses in Pontcho. Nishijin is famous for
weaving. In the weaving process, the silk threads are dyed before they are woven. Yuzen
is one of the best kimono dyeing techniques and some galleries open their studios for

Visitors.
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Kyoto’s traditional industries try to combine Japanese and western style. Moreover,
global high-tech corporations such as Nintendo, Shimazu, and Kyocera have their head
offices in Kyoto. Kyocera developed their products through the use of Kyoto’s traditional
ceramic manufacturing technology. A collection of traditional arts are housed in The

Kyoto National Museum. The Museum of Kyoto displays the history of Kyoto.
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Kabuki : JR$F %

Kabuki is one of the traditional Japanese performing arts. Its founder is said to have
been Izumo no Okuni, who began performing a style of dance called kabuki-odoriin the
spring of 1603 in Kyoto. In 1629 the Tokugawa shogunatebanned Kabuki performances
by women and lately by young boys on the grounds that they were disruptive of public
morals. As a result, all parts, male and female, were played by male actors. This was
known as yaro-kabuki (men’s Kabuki), this continues down to the present day. It is said
that the name Kabukioriginally came from a popular word for people who dressed gaudily

and indulged in eccentric behavior—kabuki-mono.
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The Difference between Japanese Gardens and the Western Gardens: HZAEER & PHEE
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Japanese gardens are designed to be asymmetrical with the influence of
Japanese aesthetic and philosophical ideas, avoiding artificial ornamentation. Japanese
gardens highlight the natural landscape whereas European gardens are designed to have

symmetrical beauty created by a combination of straight lines.
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D) Differences between Buddhism and Shintoism; {AX & #E D&

Shintoism is the native religion of Japan, whereas Buddhism originated in India and it
came to Japan via Korea in the 6™ Century. Shintoism does not have philosophy as
Buddhism does in seeking a solution for sufferings, sorrows and anger. Shintoism provides
physical training as a means to overcome negative feelings. The physical trainings are in
Shinto ceremonies. In other words, Buddhism is an intellectual approach to a selfless state

of mind whereas Shintoism is a physical approach to it.
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One characteristic of Shintoism is the existence of spirits in everything, even in new
things because of Shintoism focuses on the pure, it only welcomes new things that are clean
and sanitary. This is the reason why Buddhism was accepted in Japan. However, Shinto
does not welcome blood and death. Bleeding, child birth and menstruation are abhorrent
and they are regarded as ‘KEGAREFE in Japanese, which literally means ‘filthy things’. The
purification is called as ‘MISOGI .
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Shinto ceremonies are typically for the New Year’s visit to Shinto shrines, the wedding



ceremonies, the children’s ceremonies wishing for health. Ground Breaking Ceremonies are
Shinto rituals. They are held for the safety of construction and to ask for permission from
the Spirit of the land The ritual is called “/ichin-sar”, literally means “land purification
ceremony.” “Jichin-sar” must be performed in case of the construction of Christian churches
or other religious buildings. Otherwise the workers will not work at the construction sites

because they strongly believe in this ritual.
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