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MECEDPNBZ & --BERATEEN-BFFITME. HBEIFUX M FEHE FEAHK
There is a common saying: Japanese are "Born Shinto, Marry Christian and
Die Buddhist."
=We can say that the Japanese are tolerant of religions in general.

(2) BERAIzE>THO#H \NEFO@myriad deities) : BARADIDZ EZBITHMNEY .
HBARER S, BAREHE (nature worship)
Ancient Japanese believed that nature was the place where deities lived
and interacted heaven and earth. Today nature worship underlies Japanese

religiosity, even though it is not as obvious as it was in ancient times.

) BERED T LI (REEE 6 Rt zSH8)
=  Kami or Japanese deities are the spirits or phenomena that are

worshiped in the religion of Shinto.

@ AMZEBLEBEAZRED. M hEHFE, AHELU>TREMNS S EDTEELE
HhEFHL. ABIHRE 0ASK) ZBRIEFAONIBE(LVNLY) , AMBLEM (L5
L. FLENOHRELETEHLD,

A concealed being which possesses powers that transcend those human
beings. A power which is considered to possess abilities which cannot be
grasped by human understanding and which determine the fortune or
misfortune of human beings. Humans stand in awe of it, and it is the object
of belief.

Q@ BARMEICZBETSAEM, A god with individuality who appears in
Japanese myth. *1

® X%, X2. Greatrulers. Emperor.

@ wiEEICEREINBE, A spirit enshrined by shrine, etc.

® AMICEFEZRIEL. inohTWdEH0D, @F @k, B. i E

A being that causes harm to humans and is feared.

(a)Lightning and thunder. (b)Tiger, wolf, snake, etc.
® FUVRXRMEAT. FHEZAMELTXET 22020 E, £F. X
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In Christianity, the creator and ruler of the universe, and absolute being
which is omniscient and omnipotent. God. Lord of Heaven.

= Shinto is the indigenous religion of Japan. Shinto is polytheistic and has
neither a founder nor firm religious principles. Along with Buddhism,
Shinto has exerted a strong influence on Japanese society, culture and art.

* 1 #E% (mythology) NEE Y Ky D

mERL (T2 FIHER) FREILSARFHOERET, XitiDtaxEY EARFEEICED
HEIMEMNRBINTVWET, AYFFX/IabELMBOAIYFFI/ I aMBRIZELND
BOLENSEHYDDODWNFEBICELAN, BIZHLEFENGHEHYELSKTEZE
YELIz. ZAEBABY TITE, XFELGYELZ, AP FIEFESSICERIIENDER
ZEY. ZDHREEHAE LTz, LML, KOMEEAERICERZENANTIEATLEL
FlLlz 1T FERCELA EATFIZE-THEROE~NRY TITEHE L, RV
THRLVWEWVWSZEDEAZENT IS, A FFFEBMC G- EDRZRTLEVETRT
THIFHLELEN . REZRON TR ST FFIABLDNTTERE L, A HFFFIEfAIE
NEFEY EROBEOHAOICKEZFLEZDE. EEOHRALEEFEOHFADRETELE L,
ZTOE. AT XD EROETEN-BEEDDIETITIRAAAIAIE  BRY/ A/
SAMPEFNFEL, TYTIRAEHEOMEEICE VT, RIDMLGEREZR-I8ELS
TITEZEY,

The Kojiki (Record of Ancient Matters, 712) is the oldest existing chronicle
of Japan. It records the mythology of the creation of heaven and earth and
founding of Japan. It tells how the male deity Izanagi and the female deity
Izanami stood on the Floating Bridge of Heaven and stuck the Heavenly
Jeweled Spear into the ocean below the bridge. The water from that spear
formed an island. On the island the two carried out the rites of marriage.

Izanami gave birth to the islands of Japan and their various deities. When
she gave birth to the fire deity, she was burned and died. Deeply saddened,
Izanagi followed her into the underworld, Yomi no Kuni, and found her in a
terrible state. She pleads with him not to look at her. But he does, and out of
shame and anger, she pursues him back to the entrance to the underworld.
He barely escapes, then pushes a boulder across the entrance, separating the
world of the living form the world of the dead. He carries out a purification
rite which produces the Sun Goddess, Amaterasu, and her brother Susanoo.
Amaterasu became the principal female deity of Shinto mythology.



I. BADLE

(1) AABURE (DMB)

Buddhism was introduced to Japan through China and Korea in the 6th
century and the form of the Buddhism was Mahayana (K&{A%0) .

*x _FEEER{LSB//NF’{L#B (Theravada or Hinayana Buddhism)

(2) %% —ATEZIE (In a nutshell, what is Buddhism?)

In Buddhism, by learning the teaching of the Buddha and awakening to the
truth concerning the universe and human beings, anyone is said to be able to
become a Buddha. Yet in Christianity, Judaism and Islam, believers are
encouraged to devote themselves to unique, absolute deity, but human beings
cannot become deity.

() BERDBLBOAELER
D®ILE S (syncretism of Shinto and Buddhism) &1V 5 & Y9 LF 4 X Althe
phenomenon of syncretism) A 8 ¥ ZAMN LR Y, ML POFTHELN—HEICTESN
%, FREROFMEDS (theory of original prototype and local manifestation,
original essence, descended manifestation)(Z & 2Zff1+, Z#4ld. Shinto deities
are manifestations of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas of Buddhism.& V5 Z &,

QHEEFLHE

It was in the Kamakura period that Buddhism in Japan came into full
flower. The forms of Buddhism that emerged at that time — Pure Land, Zen,
and Nichiren — were largely responsible for the dissemination of Buddhist
beliefs and practices throughout Japanese society. We can call this
“Kamakura Buddhism” as “Japanese Reformation”.

* HSFORORLERE? E{hE (fEF The Flower Festival)
IXEXTHEHIME]| (In heaven and on earth, I alone am honored. )

(4) £L&£0
Basically Japanese are not exclusive when it comes to religion. So the
Japanese do not feel anything odd about paying a visit to a shrine when a
child is born, holding a wedding in Christian style, and having a Buddhist
funeral. They see no conflict in this at all.
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Participating in these various “religious” events does not require a
commitment to a particular belief or to particular religion. You simply ask for
help, benefit or protection or express gratitude by means of prayer, ritual,
chanting or visiting a place of worship. Throughout history, Japanese have
done this. They are simply maintaining that tradition.

M. $BYDHLALEREZEESILTOTF—LEERE

K #EE & (X---What's "Hatsumode" ?
It's when you visit a shrine on new years.
Japanese people have a custom of visiting shrines on New Year's Day. It's
called "Hatsumode".

O&BY DEE :

* HF TIEA % (the significance of joining hands)- - -{AI=7 ZEL DR,

When we join our hands, the right hand represents Buddha, while the left
hand signifies humans. The original meaning of this hand formation is the
wish that we will become Buddhas in the future.

* fiitt TIEMF(clapping hands)- - -BHOEUEZRDHT,
a) Throw a coin or coins to the offertory box in front of you.
b) Ring a bell if there is one.
c¢) Make two deep bows.
d) Make two loud claps of the hands at chest height.
e) Pray with hands together.
f) Make a final deep bow.

QR EELSILTOYF— - HERE
BHR "What's your religion/denomination?”
“What’s your denominational preference/ affiliation?”
“What's your religious belief?” "What’s your faith?”



* REICEADDEWGEE
I have no particular denominational preference. I don’t go to church.
I don’t have a specific religion.

I'm not a religious person.
I'm an atheist." - - ChEESKBEALRFICWLEHM, EHLITOHL-ANER,
I'm a spiritual agnostic. (FaI4EE) htETE-AFNEBNHY,

*ABIETHDEERD
I'm a Buddhist.

Buddhism originated in India in the 6t century BC.

Buddhism was introduced into Japan in 538 (some say 552) .

Buddhism has exerted a strong influence on Japanese society, cultures and
art.

*WEEETHDEEA D,

I’'m a Shintoist.

*{h¥, MELEFELTLS,
I practice aspects of both Buddhist and Shinto faiths.

* X YR METHLEEBAD

I'm a Christian. I'm a Catholic / a Protestant (a Methodist/ a Baptist/ a
Lutheran).

Christianity in Japan is among the nation's minority religions. Around 1
percent of the population claims Christian belief or affiliation.

Christianity was introduced to Japan by Roman Catholic Jesuit
missionaries who arrived in Kagoshima in 1549.

Christianity has exerted a strong cultural influence in Japan since the
late 19th century through the establishment of missionary schools and the
introduction of Western scholarship, but Christians as a religious group

account for no more than about one percent of the entire population.

The founder of Doshisha, Joseph Hardy Neesima, embraced the Christian
beliefs of the Protestant Congregational Church in the New England region
of North America.
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