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+ Shakespeare Production Current Curriculum

Key concepts:

1) The value of studying Shakespeare by acting the script and / or being part of a production.

2) Creative options. Throughout the entire process we stress the importance of interpretative and creative
alternatives: “Seek options. Test them. Find a way that works best for you.”

3) Development of practical work-related skills, such as leadership, time-management, organisation, and
communication.

15



Faculty Development

4) A sense of achievement that is possible only within a large-scale activity: “Be part of something that needs
you, but is bigger than you.”

Curriculum overview

The entire programme of Shakespeare Production (SP) comprises 2 academic years.

Junior Year: SPI1/II  The whole of a selected play is read. The focus of the class is on understanding both the
language of the text and practical options related to its staging and performance. One
class is held a week.

Senior Year: SP III Rehearsing and preparing for a production in the Autumn semester. Two classes are
held a week.

Of the above 3 courses, it is possible to take just one or two. However, students who miss both SPI and SP II

require the teacher’s permission to enter SPIIL.

SPI/1

First half: Text comprehension and interpretation.

Various translation and interpretation options are explored by Professor Tsuji, in addition to explanation of
crucial cultural and linguistic background knowledge.

Grade evaluation is based on (a) Written examination (b) A report on other Shakespeare plays.

Second half: Performance workshop.
Firstly, students are given explanation and demonstration of various performance options by Professor Medlock,
including vocal and physical expression, use of space, and some mention of the performance history of some
scenes and characterisations.
Then students read aloud in pairs or groups.
Lastly, time permitting, volunteers are invited to the front of class for a directed class demonstration.
Grade evaluation is based on performance tests.
(a) Spring: Dramatic reading. Students choose their own scene (which they may edit) and partner (s)
or may perform alone. This activity focuses solely on vocal expression.
(i) Autumn: Scene presentation.  Students choose their own scene (which they may edit) and partner (s)
or may perform a monologue alone. This activity focuses on both physical
and vocal expression.

Feedback: Students provide weekly comments on the day’s lecture or scene and ask questions.
Every week class begins by addressing queries raised in these weekly feedback sheets.

SP I
SPII is alternately supervised by two teachers, one as the Main Director, one as the Sub Director.

The Sub helps with auditions, run-throughs and whatever the Main Director requests,
Professor Tsuji usually with subtitling, Medlock with pronunciation & acting.

Role of the Main Director

The Main Director’s tasks are endless but include liaising with administration, maintaining standards, giving
advice, mediating conflicts, solving problems as they arise, and supporting the AD’s.

Distribution of Student Responsibilities

Student self-governance is central to SP. Below you can see its organisational layout.
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Cast Costume, Props &
Make-up
Sounq & Assistant
Music Directors
(AD’s) Committee
Set & Lights g
Subtitles

The AD’s comprise the organisational hub of activity through scheduling, leading, mediating and general
management. ‘Committee” are the administrative team, working on publicity, design (of T-shirts, blousons, the
poster, and flyers) , as well as budgeting, ticketing, and front-of-house management (for which they recruit
volunteers) .

Collaboration with Professionals
A valuable aspect of SP is interaction with non-student professionals, including printing companies, a video and

photography company, a professional lighting designer, journalists, and university offices.

Overview of SP 1lI's Schedule
April:  Orientation, auditions, and staff selection.

Casting is ultimately decided by teachers, but peer evaluations are part of the selection process.
Staff selection is entirely decided by students. Following the division of roles, the work begins. Files compiled by
previous SP members give new members valuable guidance on their respective sections.
May-July:  Preparing materials and rehearsing towards the end-of-semester presentations:
(a) Staff members show the main designs of their respective creative section and samples of their work to be
valued and critiqued by their peers.
(b) Cast run through the play showing their progress. (They also give two performances of a single polished
scene at two university events.)
Summer holidays: From late August through September to the start of the autumn semester, rehearsals are
held 3 days a week. Staff members come in as much as is needed to complete their preparations.
First 6 weeks of the autumn semester: Rehearsals and preparations are held daily, often till late.
Post-performance: A colloquium is held between 4™ year and 3™ year students at which seniors explain the
challenges and rewards of SPIII, answer questions, and address concerns of 3" year students. This student-
student discussion is vital, as junior students receive an honest account of the challenges and rewards of SPIII.
Seniors then update the SP files for the following year. Fin.

The balance of teacher authority and student independence
Too much authority diminishes student creativity and responsibility while too little guidance can result in a lapse
of standards or even chaos. Generally, we have found that students have a desire for autonomy but are eager
for guidance and inspiration to help them achieve a desired goal.
The following comprises a rough manifesto that mediates teacher-student interaction.

(a) Teachers are free to make suggestions.

(b) Students are entitled to accept or reject them, and make their own creative decisions.

(c) Teachers are free to make honest comments, even harsh ones, on students” work.

(d) However, such judgements should not be based on a teacher’s individual taste but on what is strongly

considered to be effective for an audience.
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02| 05| 10| 13| 17| 28| 27| 26| 25| 25| 15| 03 16.5

03| 06| 09| 14| 24| 28| 26| 26| 19| 18| 06| 0.1 15.5

12| 49| 87| 98|114|145|143|13.1]119|119| 98| 20 85.2

03| 06| 08| 10| 07| 07| 20| 18| 16| 17| 07| 01 10.1

6.41179]315]39.1|550|602|593|57.8|502|364|229| 49| 4249

- BZEDFHFAER (4~1R)

386.74
507.29
355.42
581.43
170.30
184.63
41213
473.52
505.26
633.32

(N H)
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