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Chat Room Leaders

Dear Students! My name is Irina Smykovskaya, please call me ¥ —F%4%. | love
nature, traveling, and studying.Yes, all my life I've been studying something, just
recently | became a yoga instructor and now I’'m working on my PhD course at Kyoto
University. Also I've been teaching English for many years at High Schools and
Universities. Since | had to learn different languages all my life, | really know how
hard this process is. In this chat room | would like to share my personal experience
as a second language learner, a teacher, and even a translator, and give you as many
practical tips as | know to achieve each of your goals.

Ms. Irina Smykovskaya

Hi There!

My name is Jay Crystall. I'm originally from New York, and proud to call Japan my
new home for 10 years. I've been teaching at Doshisha for 7 years and started my
own education based business in Kyoto. I'm deeply committed to helping students
develop confident English communication skills and to build bridges of culture and
understanding to and from Japan. | recently published a book about a foreigner's
experiences and perspective on modern day Japan. Additionally, | perform, record 3 ‘
and have many videos of my original music online. Let's study!

Mr. Jay Crystall

Hello! My name is John Michael Martinez. | was born in the US in Texas but | grew
up in California. I've really lived all over the West Coast in the US though; from LA
to San Francisco to Seattle. If you need any travel tips for the USA, feel free to
ask me! I've lived in Japan for almost three years now, and I'm currently based in
Tokyo. My favorite thing to do is to adventure, explore new places, and meet new
people. So far, Amami Oshima, Beppu, and Kyoto have been my favorite places that
I've visited here in Japan. I'm always open to new travel recommendations, so let
me know if you have any! | look forward to studying English and getting to know
one another!

Mr. John Michael Martinez

Hello Everyone, I'm Kari Miyano from America.

I enjoy helping students of all levels improve their English. | will give you personal
help with speaking, writing, listening and/or reading. You can work on the area you
want. If you come, your confidence in English will grow and we’ll enjoy learning
together.

Ms. Kari Miyano
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